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A Psalm of Thanksgiving 

 

Psalm 100 

 
Make a joyful noise to the LORD, all the earth.  

 
Worship the LORD with gladness; 
   come into his presence with singing.  

 
Know that the LORD is God. 
   It is he that made us, and we are his; 
   we are his people, and the sheep of his 
    pasture.  
 
Enter his gates with thanksgiving, 
   and his courts with praise. 
   Give thanks to him, bless his name.  

 
For the LORD is good; 
   his steadfast love endures for ever, 
   and his faithfulness to all generations. 
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An Encouraging Word About Small Groups 
 

I’ve heard it said that ―In large churches people regret that they do not know one another and in small 
churches people regret that they do.‖ Still, surveys show that personal relationships are the most significant 
reason why unchurched people are attracted to and stay in the church.  The results of a survey conducted 
earlier this year of United Methodist churches found that one of the key factors of vitality in churches with 
growing memberships is ―small groups and programs, such as Bible study and activities geared toward youth.‖ 
No matter how a person enters the church through personal invitation, or a Yellow Pages ad, for the most part 
people stay in a church because of the friendliness and caring, new relationships, or small group involvement.  
People will stay because of the love they are shown and the care they receive.  Worship and preaching are 

important, but we Christians also need relationships in order to grow and become the persons God 
intends us to be. 

 

 I have found that small groups in the church are a genuine place for encouragement for 
growing in faith and love.  St. Paul was an encourager. He applauded those who deserved to be ap-
plauded. He affirmed those who needed to be affirmed.  In 1 Thessalonians 2:11-12, Paul wrote, 
As you know, we dealt with each one of you like a father with his children, urging and encourag-
ing you and pleading that you lead a life worthy of God, who calls you into his own kingdom and 

glory. That’s important. Everyone needs to be encouraged. The world has enough critics. We need 
more encouragers. 
 

 Have you ever thought of the church as a center for encouragement? Some of you grew up 
thinking of the church as a place of condemnation. How sad. "Sinners in the hands of an angry God." 

I wonder how anyone ever thought of that as Gospel – Good News? Here's the good news. God 
loves you. God wants you to be all God created you to be. God wants to encourage you, praise 
you, applaud you. God is the ultimate loving parent seeking to help God's children discover the 
fullness and joy of life. That's the Gospel. That's the good news. And that's why God created the 

church. To be a light in a dark world. To send out love in a world of hate, hope in a world of 
despair, kindness in a world of cruelty. That's who we are and what we're about. It is my 
hope and prayer that you will find a small group in Williamsburg UMC that will be a place of 

encouragement for you.  If you need help in finding a small group, please seek out one 
of the pastors or Cindy Banek, our Director of Discipleship and Christian Education. 

 

Grace and Peace, 

Pastor Bill 

Respite care is in need of old ties to do a 
tapestry project.  If you have any ties to 

donate, please drop them off at the Respite 
Care Center.   



Thoughts from Allie 
 

  Every once in a while in life, I think, you come to a point where you know (or 
at least strongly suspect) that God is calling you to somewhere or something, but you just 
don’t know what to do next.  I can’t answer that for you, but it does help to know some of 
the possibilities. 
 

     In our last Global Outreach Committee meeting we talked about the importance 
of sending people.  It’s one thing to give money to people and projects and missions 
around the world—one big thing.  But we don’t just want to be a church that sends 
money.   We want to be a church that sends people out in mission, locally and globally.  

And the good news is that if you want to be sent, we have financial resources to support you in 
that. 

 

    The other good news is you’re not even limited to what Williamsburg UMC or its people are involved 
in at any given time.  If you’ve heard people talking about their recent mission trips to Honduras and want to 
get involved, great—we can help.  But maybe you feel called to go somewhere else, or at a dif-
ferent time, or for a different kind of project.  Great, too!  United Methodist Volunteers in 
Mission (www.umvim.org) keeps a list of projects with openings, and subscribing to the the 
Virginia Conference LaityNet listserv is a good way to learn about mission opportunities as 
they arise (email VaLaityNet-subscribe@yahoogroups.com to subscribe.)  And of course, if 
you just talk to me or someone from Global Outreach, chances are we can help point you in 
the right direction. 
 

 Our monthly 50’s Plus luncheon group will meet on Wednesday, 
November 10 at noon in Fellowship Hall.  We will have a short presenta-
tion about the importance of prayer in our lives.  For the rest of our pro-
gram for that day, we will enjoy a friendly game of Bingo, hosted by our 
friends from Chik-Fil-A on Mooretown Road.  The 50 Plus group is open to 
any one age 50 Plus, and we enthusiastically welcome all new members!   
We only ask that you bring a small donation for the chicken (provided) 
and a side dish or dessert to share with the group.  We look forward to 
seeing you for this special time of fun, food and fellowship! 

50’s Plus Luncheon50’s Plus Luncheon 

 If you would like to submit an article for publication in the Messenger, the 
deadline for submittals is the 15th of the month.  They can be submitted by e-mail 
to Lianne Koch at lkoch@williamsburgumc.org.  If you have any questions, please 
e-mail Lianne or call 229-1771. 

mailto:lkoch@williamsburgumc.org


 

From the Minister of Congregational Care, Mike Meloy 
  

 More Than One Way … 
 

Dear God: 

I like this one!  An older man from Phoenix phoned his son in New York with some bad news.  
―Son, I don’t mean to ruin your day, but I need to tell you something important.  Your mother 
and I are divorcing.  Forty-five years of misery is enough for both of us.‖ 

 ―Dad, do you realize what you’re saying?  You can’t be serious,‖ the son pleaded. 

 ―It’s true.  We can’t take another minute of being together.  I don’t want to discuss it any 
further.  It’s settled.  Call your sister in Chicago and let her know.‖  The older man hung up. 

 Frantic, the son called his sister, who exploded on the phone.  ―Like heck they’re getting 
divorced,‖ she shouted.  ―Sit tight.  I’ll handle this.‖ 

 She called her father in Phoenix and yelled into the phone.  ―You are not getting divorced.  
Don’t do a single thing until I get there.  I’m calling Dick back, and we’ll both be there tomorrow.  
Until then, stay put,‖ she shouted.  ―Do you hear me?‖  Then she hung up. 

 The older man put down the phone and turned to his wife, a wry smile crossing his face 
as he spoke.  ―Okay,‖ he said, ―they’re coming for Thanksgiving and paying their own fares.  Now 
what do we tell them for Christmas?‖ 
 

 LORD, YOU REMIND us in your Word:  ―Listen to your father, who gave you life, and do 
not despise your mother when she is old‖ (Prv 23:22).  Surely your wisdom and the parents’ 
good humor will knit their hearts together! 
 

O’Connor, Karen.  Help, Lord!  I’m Having a Senior Moment:  Notes to God on Growing Older.  Ann Arbor, Michigan:  Servant Publica-
tions, 2002. 

 You are invited to join Rev. Jim Driscoll as 
he leads a Wesley Heritage Tour to England, July 5
-14, 2011. The group will spend time in London 
and the English countryside visiting the places that 
shaped the faith of John and Charles Wesley and 
led to the birth of the Methodist movement. Expert 
guides will bring our Methodist heritage to life 
through first-hand encounters with the historical 
places of our faith. Brochures are available. To 
learn more, call Dr. Driscoll (757-464-2423) or 
email (jdriscoll@baylakeumc.org). 

mailto:jdriscoll@baylakeumc.org


Organ Progress Report 
 
 

 At this writing in mid-October, we have signed the contract with the Pera-
gallo Pipe Organ Company and enclosed the first payment. This was approved by 
the Church Council at their October meeting. This process has worked through the 
Trustees and Finance committees prior to the Council decision. Your church govern-
ing bodies are not taking this purchase lightly.  Many questions have been asked & 
answered to provide the best opportunity for success. Of course, a prayer from 
time to time will assure the best possible outcome. 
 

 We have received preliminary bids from three contractors for the proposed 
accommodation work. Each bid has come in at a very favorable price. The Perra-
gallo family representatives are to visit this month to discuss the details for the in-
stallation. 
 

 You are very important to this process as you honor your organ fund 
pledge. As stated in the campaign, this is a pay as you go purchase. The pay part, 
of course, comes from you as the commitment is fulfilled. Our whole effort is built 
upon faith in God. We are one with him in this process to glorify his Holy Name.  

 Our thanks to the Mary Lou Clark/Heritage Circle for their recent donation of the following new UMW 
Reading Club selections:  The Undertaker's Wife:  Wisdom & Musings, a rural undertaker's wife tells the story 
of her journey from a farm girl to obtaining an advanced degree in theology;  Caring for Mother:  A Daughter's 
Long Goodbye, a personal sharing, giving special insight into understanding this disease and its impact on 
families;  A Credible Witness:  Reflections on Power, Evangelism and Race, addressing problems with race, 
gender and social issues that block many from allowing themselves to "love one another;"  and on the lighter 
side, My Tummy Talked in Church Today, a delightful collection of poems, scripture and prayers that are a joy 
to share with children.   
 

 We are blessed to have these new additions to our very popular and 
worthwhile Reading Club Collection.  Come in soon and check out the wide 
variety of books available for your reading pleasure. 

Library News 



United Methodist 

Men 
 

Breakfast on Saturday!! 

     During October emphasis has been on an important aspect of 
our stewardship – the financial support of our church and its many out-
reach programs. 
 

     Another part of stewardship is our program ―Caring for God’s 
Creation,‖ in which we recycle plastic marked with numbers 3-7 in a tri-
angle on the bottom of each piece. Also items numbered 1 and 2, which 
are not accepted by curbside recycling.  A pickup truck-load of plastic 
was recycled last month thanks to members who deposited their clean 
numbered plastic in the containers in the church kitchen. 

     Don’t forget that batteries, eyeglasses, sneakers, and metal coat-hangers may be placed in bins in 
the Atrium closet for recycling. 
 

Thanks for practicing good stewardship by RECYCLING! Together we can make a difference! 

 The United Methodist Men convene for their monthly breakfast 
celebration, Saturday, November 13, at 8:00 a.m. in Fellowship Hall. 
Guest speaker will be Captain Catherine A Wilson, Executive Director, 
Virginia Wounded Warrior Program, an agency operated by the Virginia 
Department of Veteran Services.   
 

Breakfast cost:  $5.00.  For reservations, please contact Dick Spaulding 
(565-6252) or email (rictak@cox.net) by Monday, November 8.   
 

All men of the church are cordially invited to attend!  

 Our congregation’s first PORT winter homeless shelter night is November 13 at Resurrection 
Lutheran in Newport News. Volunteers are needed for all shifts. If you are interested, contact Susan 
Cornett (810-3784) or swcornett@troy.edu  

mailto:rictak@cox.net
mailto:swcornett@troy.edu


It’s Finished!! 

 

OUR NEW CHURCH DEN 
 

 

WILLIAMSBURG UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 

 

 The Church Den, a comfortable, relaxing setting for 
small groups, is available for use by church members and 
community groups.  It has seating for twelve persons, but 
with the addition of light-weight or folding chairs could 
serve about twenty persons.   

Condolences 
 

 Our thoughts and prayers go out to the families of 
those who have passed away during the last few months: 

Elizabeth Sawyer  

Walter Sohl 

Jenny Stevenson 

Ralph Townley 

Jean Voigt 

Mike Brouse 

Jim Craft 

Kay Daniel 

Pat Elkins 

Louise McClellan 

Phyllis W. Donlavey, Mother of Linda D. Perkins 

Ruth Skaggs, Mother of Carolyn Thompson 

Sister of Louise Canfield 

 Groups who wish to reserve the room must schedule the times with Nancy Reynolds in the Church 
Office.  Church members who have not reserved the room but come to the church and find they need a place 
to meet may use it anytime it is available.  Since the Den will be locked when it is not in use, these persons 
will have to ask the church staff to unlock the room.  They will lock the room when their meeting is finished. 

 The sofas and coffee table will not be moved by 
participants.  Other furnishings may be moved as needed, 
but will be returned to their original places afterward.  
Snacking and light eating will be allowed in the Den, but 
all trash must be picked up before participants leave.  
The fees for community groups wishing to use the Den 
are $125 for a half-day and $250 for a whole day. (There 
are no fees for our church groups.) 



Advent Study 
 Plans are underway for a church wide Advent study entitled, 
―Christmas Gifts that Won’t Break‖ by James Moore.  People will learn 
about the unbreakable gifts God offers through the birth of Jesus, 
gifts that give us more abundant life.  This is a 4-week study for 
adults, youth and children that will begin on the first Sunday of Ad-
vent, November 28.  Please contact Cindy Banek (229-1771) if your 
class is interested in participating. 

 

 What is happening in the second and third grade class lead by Mrs. Stephens and Mrs. Bevan in room 
302?  Using the LIVE B.I.G. curriculum, we will ―Hear, See and Live Our Belief in God‖ by learning: 
 

• B.I.G. Theme:  Moses Leads the Great Escape 

• B.I.G. Idea:   We believe that we can trust God’s guidance and care,  

and know that God is always with us. 
 

November 7:   Moses Leads the People 

November 14: The Big Ten 

November 21: The House of the Lord 
 

Can this be Sunday School?  YES, it is!  Come and join us! 

Sunday School News… 

For information about any Bible study or Sunday School, contact Cindy Banek (229-1771). 

Extreme Education Wing Makeover – Update! 
 Our repainting work continues on the third floor of the Education 
Wing. The next ―Painting Day‖ is  Saturday, November 6  from 9:00 
am to noon.  Remember, we still have that paint brunch with your 
name on it, and plenty of paint to accomplish the job! Please call (229-
1771) or email (cbanek@williamsburgumc.org) to volunteer your ser-
vices – no painting experience necessary.  Coffee and snacks provided 
to keep up our energy! 

mailto:cbanek@williamsburgumc.org


ReNEW Youth Ministry in November! 
 

 After an exceedingly busy October that saw Williamsburg UMC Youth participate 
in several outreach events, the Fourth Annual Church Barbecue Supper and the Peninsula 
CROP (hunger-awareness) Walk, November is shaping up to be just as exciting. 
 

 Service and Mission remain high on our priority list in this Eleventh month too.  
Among other things, we’re planning to serve at the UMW Fall Banquet on Nov 12, “Go 
FISH” (a food-item ―scavenger hunt‖ to benefit the FISH Food 
Pantry), and participate in the traditional Thanksgiving Morning 
meal prep events.  Of course, we’ll continue our usual slate of 
events including Sunday morning Gatherings & Sunday School, 

Sunday evening Snack Supper & Youth Group, and Wide Open Wednesday 
events.   
 

 For details and more information on these and other events Youth and fami-
lies are encouraged to ―Like‖ our Facebook Page (www.facebook.com/WUMCYouth), 
check Sunday bulletins and read In the Loop, the weekly Youth email newsletter.  ―Subscribe‖ to In the 
Loop by sending a message to Rev. Todd Query (tquery@WilliamsburgUMC.org).  Calendar information can 
also be found on the youth calendar on the Church Website (www.WilliamsburgUMC.org > College & Youth 
> Youth Calendar). 

Looking ahead to December. . . . 
 On Sunday, December 26, we will have a special combined Sunday School class for our children in 
room 302.  Each adult Sunday School class will decide whether or not to meet and then inform their mem-
bers accordingly.  For questions about the Youth schedule, check the Youth information in the weekly church 
bulletin. 

Would you like to dress a teddy bear? 
 Each child served by Salvation Army’s Toyland receives a teddy bear 
for Christmas—not just any old bear, but  one that has been specially dressed 
by loving hands.  They will be available after services on November 7 in the 
Atrium.  Return the bears (dressed in their new clothes) by December 5, at 
the latest, to be distributed to these children for Christmas. 

Don’t Forget 
Charge Conference is scheduled November 11, at 7:00 p.m. in Fellowship Hall 

http://www.facebook.com/WUMCYouth
mailto:tquery@WilliamsburgUMC.org
http://www.WilliamsburgUMC.org


 Plan to bring the whole family to the Children’s Choir Christmas 
musical, Sunday, December 12 at 4:00 p.m. in Fellowship Hall.  
Childcare will be available for children, ages 3 and under. A potluck din-
ner will follow the performance.  
 

 Through narration, drama and song, choristers in the Carol and 
Wesley Choirs will share how Jesus came to be the "Light of the World‖ 
over 2,000 years ago. The narration begins with the story of creation, 
turns to the prophetic words of Isaiah, and then recounts the events of 
Jesus’ birth.  
 

 A mix of both familiar and new carols frames Mark Patterson’s 

refreshing account of the traditional Christmas story. Throughout the 

musical, a single burning candle symbolizes the light of Christ. This light 

is shared at the close of the musical with an invitation to "take the Light" 

out into the world.  

 Williamsburg United Methodist Church will present 
our 12th annual concert event of Handel’s MESSIAH (Part I) on 
Saturday, December 4, at 5:00 p.m. in the church sanctuary. 
Once again we invite singers from the surrounding region to sing 
in the chorus. Rehearsals will be held on 3 consecutive Sundays: 
November 14, 21 & 28 from 7:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m. Because of 
limited space, we only have room for: 45 sopranos, 45 altos, 

and 60 tenors and basses. Singers are expected to attend 
all three rehearsals plus the evening rehearsal with 
orchestra on Thursday, December 2, from 7-10 p.m. 
This year, in addition to a select Baroque chamber or-

chestra,  our vocal soloists include Laura Strickling, so-
prano, Phaedra McNorton, mezzo, Ken Wood, tenor, and 
Chris Mooney, baritone. Admission is free to the public. 
Child care will be provided. For more information, visit our 
Web site at www.williamsburgumc.org. 

Annual Handbell  

Christmas Concert 
Wednesday, December 8 at 7:30 p.m. 

William & Mary 

Lessons & Carols 
Friday, December 10  

at 7:30 p.m. 

Advent Season Events 

http://www.williamsburgumc.org


The fair will be held in the  

Fellowship Hall and Atrium  

on Sunday, December 5.   

24 local, national, and  

international charities will  

provide opportunities to  

choose gifts that will make a 

difference in the lives of  

others.   Mark your calendars 

to ensure attendance! 

Save  
the  

Date!! 

Shoes for Angels 
 

The Local Outreach  

Committee is collecting new 

shoes, sized infant to  

teenagers (adult), for the  

Salvation Army ―Angel Tree‖ 

recipients.  Place shoes in the 

marked collection bin during 

the month of November.  

Questions?  Call Diane Joyner 

(258-5922). 

 On Sunday, December 5, be sure to visit the ―Youth-Booth‖ at the Alternative 
Giving Fair.  We’re already making plans to offer spectacular fair- and direct-trade 
coffee, and we’re also tossing around ideas for a few other surprises.  Be sure to stop 
and say hi!  Later that same day, reNEW Youth Ministry will also be hosting a parking-
lot fundraiser for Colonial Williamsburg’s Grand Illumination festivities.  The 
church parking lot will open at 3 p.m.; for a donation, parking will be available on a 
first-come, first-served basis.  All proceeds from the Alternative Giving Fair and the 
Grand Illumination Parking Lot will support 2011 Youth Mission Trips. 

Alternative Giving  
Fair 2010 

From
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Advent Season Events 

Williamsburg United Methodist Church 
 
 

 You won’t want to miss Tom Marshall’s ―Keyboard Kaleidoscope‖ 
Fundraiser to benefit the WUMC Respite Care Program.  Bring your family, 
neighbors, and friends and celebrate the sounds of Christmas as Tom 
treats us to a ―Musical Kaleidoscope‖ of harpsichord, piano, toy piano, 
and organ while you honor our seniors with disabilities. 
 

Sunday, December 19 at 3:00 p.m. 
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Thanksgiving Mission Morning  

--- Stay Tuned! 
 

 For the last dozen years our congregation has prepared 
turkey dinners on Thanksgiving Day and delivered them to folks 
in the community who might otherwise have no special meal on 
this holiday.  And we are planning to continue that tradition this 
year.  However, the needs of our community have changed over 
time and this year’s mission morning will reflect some of those 
changes.  Our Local Outreach Work Area is ―reworking‖ the ac-
tivities planned for that day.  So, stay tuned to the Sunday bul-
letins in November for details of the hands-on opportunities on 
Thanksgiving morning. 
 

 We will distribute paper bags after the services on November 7 & 14 asking for contributions of 
canned sweet potatoes, green beans and cranberry sauce, and money to purchase meat, rolls, pies and fruit.  
Watch for our friendly folks dispensing paper bags! 


